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with picture-books



Overview

Why do we use picture books?

What picture books do we use?
- Picture Books by Eric Carle

How to teach with Picture books?
- using The Very Hungry Catepillaras an example 



What is a picture book?

A standard picture book is 32 pages long
It combines visual and verbal narratives
It can be with or without text
It use illustrations which are colourful
It can be soft cover or hard cover
The characters are lovable and identifiable
It has patterns and/or repetition; it rhymes and re-readable



Provide exposure to different ideas, 
cultures, places and customs. 

Why do we use picture books?

Highly engaging and motivating 

The relationship between text and 
image in picture books assist 
students in making connections with 
new vocabulary 

Expose students naturally to authentic 
conversation, grammatical forms and 
dialogue.

Language in picture books is mostly 
related to daily life.Students can learn 
languages that can be used every day.

Repeated words and language patterns 
in the story that makes learning a new 
language easy.



Research shows that teaching the second language with 
picture books is effective

Warwick Elleysummed up best how picture books have the potential to 
help developlanguage acquisition in 5 points (1991). 

Firstly, picture books allow the students to be immersed in meaningful text. 

Secondly, children can acquire new language and vocabulary from the context of a 
book as opposed to a carefully planned and structurally sequenced grammar or 
vocabulary textbook. 

Thirdly picture books integrate oral and written language. 

Fourthly, picture books allow for a focus on meaning rather than on form. 

Lastly, picture books are highly motivating. 



Help children learn to 
read and value reading; 

Research shows that teaching the second language with 
picture books is effective

Carol Lynch-Brown and Carl Tomlinson nicely summed up the value of 
picture books in the classroom as: 

Foster language 
development;

Foster in children an 
appreciation of art; and 

Enjoy pictures by 
themselves (1993).



What picture books do we use?

Picture Books written by Eric Carle



What picture books do we use?

Picture Books written by Eric Hill



What picture books do we use?

Picture Books written by Jackie French



What picture books do we use?

Picture Books written by Anthony Brown



What picture books do we use?

Other picture books


