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The Brazilian diaspora
AND COMMUNITIES IN AUSTRALIA



Brazil-Born 
peoplein 
Australia

1901           ɀ105 Brazil-born in Australia
2016 ɀ27,630 Brazil-born people in Australia

Source: Department of Foreign Affair and Trading (2017-18) & Australian Bureau of Statistics (2003) & DHA, 2016
http://www.itamaraty.gov.br/pt-BR/ficha-pais/4833-comunidade-da-Australia/ Rocha&Conorado, 2014  
http://www.cienciasemfronteiras.gov.br/web/csf/apresentacao2 

21st century
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Brazilian 
$ÉÁÓÐÏÒÁȭÓ 
profile

Australian Bureau of Statistics/2016

Brazilian diaspora 
in Australia

27,630 Brazil-born people in 
Australia in 2016
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Souce: SBSCultural & language activity

Example of  Brisbane (QLD)

Å cultural events (arts, music, dance, parties), 
Å restaurants, 
Å sport clubs, 
Å religious centres
Å educational centres
Å business
Å community groups
Å research
Å literature
Portuguese language is alive in all Brazilian 
events and centres.

2019
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¶12 groups for mothers and children

¶4 general groups for Brazilians in Australia

¶3 groups of Brazilian women

¶3 groups for Brazilians going to Australia

¶2 groups for Brazilian students

¶2 group for religious Brazilians

¶1 group for Brazilian business people

Brazilian
communities
Example of Brisbane

3ÅÁÒÃÈ ÏÎ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍÓ ȰBrasileiroȱ Ͻ ȰBrisbaneȱ ɉ ÉÎ ΨΦΧέɊ
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Brazilian 
Associations in 
Australia

Main interests:

1. Business

2. Study

3. Culture

4. Language

5. Community Support

ÅNSW:

Å ABCD- BrazilianAssociationfor BilingualChildren'sDevelopment
Å BRACCA- BrazilianCommunityCouncilof Australia,
Å ABCC- Australia-BrazilChamberof Commerce;
Å AUBRBC- Australia-BrazilBusinessCouncil

ÅQLD:
Å ABRASSO- Australia-BrazilAssociation:
Å CapoeiraBeribazu
Å TogetherWeAreStrongQLD
Å UnidosdeBrisbane
Å ABCC- AustraliaBrazilChamberof Commerce
Å ForroBrisbane
Å BrazilianKiteArt andCultureInc

ÅVIC
Å ABRISA- AssociaçãoBrasileirapara o Desenvolvimentoe IntegraçãoSocialna

Austrália
Å CAPA- CentrodeAtendimentoPsicológicoAustrália

ÅSA:
Å BASA- BrazilianAssociationof SouthAustralia
Å BESSA- BrazilianEthnicSchoolAssociation

Å WA:
Å BRAZILWA-BrazilianAssociationof WesternAustralia

ÅCanberra:
ÅBACANA- BrazilianAssociationof Canberra

Dr Lilian Fleuri (2021)
7

http://www.abcd.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BRACCA.BrazilianCommunityAustralia/
https://www.australiabrazilchamber.com/
https://aubrbc.org/
http://www.abrasso.org/
https://beribazuaustralia.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/483838519099560/
https://www.facebook.com/unidosdebrisbane/
https://www.facebook.com/Brazilian-Kite-Art-and-Culture-Inc-1046788848848064/
https://abrisa.org.au/wp/
https://capaustralia.org.au/en/home-2/
http://brazilianassociationsa.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BrazilianEthnicSchoolSA/
https://brazilwa.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/brazilianassociationofcanberra/


Portuguese Teaching in 
Australia

Language schools (PSL)

Å Private schools

Å University: IML (UQ), UNSW, University of 
Sydney(extracurricular)

Å University: La Trobe (2010), UQ(2011-2013 ɀfirst 
readership), ANU(co-teaching with University of 
Arizona) (curricular)

Community language schools

Å Informal initiatives

Å Business initiative 

Å Schools affiliated or operated by NFP 
organizations

Playgroups in Portuguese

Å Group of mothers promoted on social media

Å Group leaded by community language schools
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Community & Project-
based methods
THE CASE OF RAIZES BRASILEIRAS COMMUNITY L. SCHOOL



Community 
Language 
Learning

Why do students learn a  CL?

Social Meaningful Identity

Local ethnic community
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Community
network

¶Maintaining partnerships:
¶Professionals

¶Researchers and students

¶Business

¶Associations

¶Parents and their social network

¶Localmedia

¶Mainstream schools

¶Homeland organizations

¶Building a community of educators
¶Portuguese-speaker educators

¶Parents

¶Professionals, researchers, academic students

¶Internship / apprentice program

¶Organising collaborative events 

¶Workingwith project-based learning

A committed and qualified leadership is fundamental in the success of community-based education.
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Ethnic 
Community

Community 
language 

school

Australia 
identity



Exampleof
application
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20 meetings per year

ÅMeetings are fortnightly
Å5 meetings per term
ÅBreak on school holidays
ÅCommunity hall hires and 
other community/public 
spaces

5 groups

ÅEducative Playgroup (1-3)
ÅPlay & Learn group (4 ɀ7)
ÅWriting group 1 (8 ɀ10)
ÅWriting group 2 (11 ɀ14)
ÅCommunity Workshops

Educators

Å1 Coordinator
Å2 permanent teachers
ÅWorkshop teachers 
(community & parents)
ÅDisability support worker
Å2 Relief teacher 

Workshop /projects in 2021

ÅCommunity organization (comm.project)
ÅDrama (comm. project)
ÅScience Experiments 
ÅGuitar and Music theory
ÅSports (tennis, basketball)
ÅCooking 
ÅCapoeira

School
structure

A community  as educator
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Community 
events for 
children

1

BRAZILIAN 
CARNIVAL

2

BRAZILIAN 
WINTER 

FESTIVAL

3

CHILDRENüS 
DAY

4

END OF THE 
YEAR 

CELEBRATION

5

Welcome 
Community 

Seminar : 

RAISING 
BILINGUAL 
CHILDREN
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Teachers are 
casual 
contractors & 
volunteers

A community  of  educators

Parents volunteers

Community

Professionals 
Artists
Professional Teachers
Researchers
Skilled and passionate community members

All kinds of Portuguese-speakers are valued: SLS - NLS  - CLS (language variety) 15


